UF College of Pharmacy PHA5605 Advanced Topics in Infectious Diseases
UNIVERSITY of FLORIDA Pharmacotherapy

Spring 2026 | 2 Credit Hours — [A-E Grading]

This course is designed to allow the student pharmacist with strong interest in infectious diseases to further develop the
skills necessary to make optimal decisions regarding antimicrobial pharmacotherapy. This course will provide
opportunities for advanced discussion of topics in antimicrobial stewardship and management of infectious diseases,
with a focus on acute care practice, beyond those topics included in the Patient Care course series. Student pharmacists
will build upon their current knowledge of infectious diseases through a variety of interactive activities including in-depth
discussion of complex patient cases, a debate related to controversial clinical practice or questions, and student
presentations.

Course Prerequisites: Successful completion of Blocks 1-17 of the Doctor of Pharmacy curriculum.
Course Corequisites: N/A

U - d d U d
Course Director Instructional Designer
Anthony Casapao, PharmD, MPH, BCIDP, FIDSA Skylar Johnson, MA
904-244-9129 | casapao@cop.ufl.edu Email: sky@cop.ufl.edu
Academic Coordinators
Ashleigh Langford (GNV) Jessica Linares (ORL)
Email: lynn8597 @ ufl.edu Email: Jnoriegalinares@ufl.edu
Jaime Welsh (JAX) Nadja Rivera (ORL)
Email: jaimewelsh@ufl.edu Email: nl.riverarivera@ufl.edu

Faculty and Staff: Who to Contact and Questions to Ask

Office Hours: Please see the Canvas course site for posted office hours.

Faculty Locations:

Jacksonville Tower 2, First Floor

Course Objectives and Educational Outcomes \

Course Objectives Linked Educational Outcome

1. Identify and explain important components of antimicrobial stewardship Steward
programs.

2. Describe how a pharmacist contributes as a member of an interprofessional Collaborator
collaborative antimicrobial stewardship patient care team.
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mailto:sky@cop.ufl.edu
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Course Objectives and Educational Outcomes \

3. Indicate the appropriate empiric antimicrobial regimen by considering the most Steward
common pathogens for a given infection.

4. Analyze an antibiogram with consideration of resistance mechanisms and trends. Problem Solver

5. Prepare an appropriate antimicrobial regimen for a given case including Provider
consideration of when definitive therapy is necessary.

6. Evaluate an existing antimicrobial regimen and determine any drug therapy Problem Solver
problems.
7. Interpret and identify atypical information and present patient care Communicator

recommendations concisely and effectively to another health professional.

8. Interpret clinical laboratory and medical records to make clinical decisions in Problem Solver
antimicrobial stewardship and the management of patients with an infectious
disease.

9. Critically appraise and debate on antimicrobial concepts and practices with Leader

consideration of information in the medical literature.

10. Engage with current infectious disease pharmacotherapy literature to evaluate Communicator
their implications to practice.
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Course Resources and Fees \

Course Outline

See Appendix A. Please routinely check your Google campus calendar and the Canvas course site for any messages
about changes in the schedule including meeting dates/times, deadlines, and room changes.

Required Textbooks/Readings

Use UF VPN to access UF Libraries Resources when off-campus. The UF HSC library staff can assist you with questions or
issues related to accessing online library materials. For assistance contact your College of Pharmacy librarian or visit the_
HSC Library Website at this URL:http://www.library.health.ufl.edu/

Suggested Textbooks/Readings

N/A

Other Required Learning Resources

EHRGo

Materials & Supplies Fees

N/A

Evaluation and Grading \

Student Evaluation & Grading
The Canvas© gradebook will be set-up using the percentages below to compute the grade.

Assessment Item Grade Percentage
In-Class Quizzes (n=4 @ 5% each) 20%
Individual Case Presentations and Evaluation (n=5 @ 7.5% each with lowest dropped) 30%
Group Debate Presentation and Paper 30%
(See Rubric in Appendix B and C)
Critical Reading and Social Annotation of Infectious Disease Articles (=4 @ 5% each) 20%
Total | 100%

Grading Scale
Percentage Letter Grade Percentage Letter Grade Percentage Letter Grade
92.50-100% A 79.50-82.49% B- 66.50-69.49% D+
89.50-92.49% | A- 76.50-79.49% C+ 62.50-66.49% D
86.50-89.49% | B+ 72.50-76.49% C 59.50-62.49% D-
82.50-86.49% | B 69.50-72.49% C- < 59.50% E
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Rounding of Grades

Final grades in Canvas will be rounded to the 2nd decimal place. If the decimal is X.495 or higher, Canvas will round the
grade to X.50. The above scale depicts this policy and grades are determined accordingly. Grade assignment is made
using this policy and NO EXCEPTIONS will be made in situations where a student’s grade is “close.”

University of Florida Honor Pledge and Academic Dishonesty

UF students are bound by The Honor Pledge which states “We, the members of the University of Florida community,
pledge to hold ourselves and our peers to the highest standards of honor and integrity by abiding by the Honor Code.
On all work submitted for credit by students at the University of Florida, the following pledge is either required or
implied: “On my honor, | have neither given nor received unauthorized aid in doing this assighnment.”

The Conduct Code specifies a number of behaviors that are in violation of this code and the possible sanctions.
Expectations for Artificial Intelligence and when use constitutes academic dishonesty is outlined below.

Tendering information (giving your work to another to be copied, giving someone answers to assessment questions,
informing another person in a later section about the questions that appear on an assessment that you have taken, or
giving or selling a paper to another student), is considered academic dishonesty. If you have any questions or concerns,
please consult the course’s Teaching Partnership Leader/Course Director or Assistant Dean for Curricular Affairs.

See the UF Conduct Code website for more information. If you have any questions or concerns, please consult with the
instructor or TAs in this class.

Assignment Descriptions \

In-Class Quizzes (20%)

These quizzes assess knowledge by recalling information from the video lectures and journal readings. Each quiz will
have ten questions and two to three questions requiring interpretation and application of knowledge. In-class quizzes
are administered in a protocred environment, and exam policies apply.

Individual Case Presentations and Evaluation (30%)

Throughout the course, you will engage in five case presentation assignments (4 are recorded, 1 will be ‘repeated’ live)

designed to enhance your ability to interpret and manage simulated patient cases using electronic health records. These
assignments will allow you to apply your knowledge of infectious disease pharmacotherapy in a practical, real-world
context.

Details of the Case Presentations:

e Recorded Presentations (n=4): You will individually complete and record four case presentations. These
presentations will be uploaded to Canvas for grading. Each presentation challenges you to apply clinical
reasoning and therapeutic strategies to simulate patient scenarios.

e Live Presentation (n=1): You will present one of the recorded case presentations live. Be prepared to volunteer
or be randomly selected for your one required live presentation during one of the class sessions.

e You will be assigned an EHR Go case through CANVAS every other day. To upload your case presentation,
follow your assigned group and the syllabus course outline (Appendix B) for your designated due date

Grading:
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Assignment Descriptions \

e Total Presentations: There are 5 presentations in total (4 recorded, 1 of which will also be live). The live
presentation will be the same case presentation as the corresponding recorded presentation for a given ALS.

e Grading Policy: Only the 4 highest grades out of the 5 presentations will be counted towards your final grade.
The presentation with the lowest score will be dropped.

Additional assignment details will be available in Canvas.

Group Debate Presentation and Paper (30%)

This assignment will allow you to apply your literature evaluation skills to a controversial topic and utilize your
knowledge of infectious diseases. You will complete this as a team, and your assigned topic will be given to you on the
first day of class. You will be asked to post updates on the discussion board to display your ability to communicate and
strategize your debate.

Students will have the opportunity to submit either a paper about their research or a reflection. The research paper or
reflection paper will be an individual submission.

Full assignment instructions, guidelines and rubrics will be available in Canvas.

Critical Reading and Social Annotation of Infectious Disease Articles (20%)

There will be four required articles on infectious diseases to read and socially annotate with peers via Perusall. Students
will be evaluated based on annotation content and fully reading the articles. Please see Appendix C for the Perusall
Grading Rubric.

Final Cumulative Exam (0%)

This is an OPTIONAL cumulative exam that covers modules two through seven. Most of the exam will consist of
multiple-choice questions with one best answer. No more than 20% of the exam questions will have an alternative
option to answer, e.g., fill in the blank(s) or select all that apply.

This exam grade MAY replace your in-class quiz average IF this exam grade is HIGHER than the in-class quiz average.

Course-Related Policies

UF Resources and Policies

University of Florida resources and policies can be found at this URL: https://go.ufl.edu/syllabuspolicies

PharmD Course Policies

The Policies in the following link apply to this course. Review the General Pharm.D. Course Policies carefully, at this URL:
http://curriculum.pharmacy.ufl.edu/current-students/course-policies/

Attendance Policy

Attendance is mandatory for active learning sessions such as team-based learning sessions, case discussions, laboratory
sessions, and other activities that the instructor designates as required. This course has 9 required sessions (Active
Learning, Presentations, Pre-Course Knowledge Check Assessment). A student who misses greater than 2 session(s) for
this course will receive an incomplete in the course and will retake the course during the next offering, resulting in
delayed graduation.
Makeup Assignments
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Course-Related Policies \

No ALS makeup work.

Late Assignments
No partial points will be given for any late assignments.
Educational Technology Use
The following technology below will be used during the course and the student must have the appropriate technology
and software.
1. ExamSoft™ Testing Platform

2. Canvas™ Learning Management System
3. EHRGo

4. Perusall

5. iClicker

6. PlayPosit

For technical support, navigate to Educational Technology and IT Support Contact Information at this URL:
http://curriculum.pharmacy.ufl.edu/current-students/technical-help/

Artificial Intelligence (Al) Use for Assessments

The use of generative Al in assessments is prohibited, unless explicitly allowed by the course instructor. Assessments
include any submitted work, graded or ungraded, that will be evaluated. These include, but are not limited to, quizzes,
exams, assignments, writing projects, etc. If a student is uncertain about the use of Al technology, it is the student's
responsibility to ask the instructor prior to beginning the assignment or assessment.

When authorized by the course director/course instructors, students may use Al technologies in the completion of an
assessment if they acknowledge all use by naming the technology, describing how it was employed, and adhering to any
other requirement stipulated in the assessment’s instructions. Failure to acknowledge the use of Al technology or
disregarding instructions related to the use of Al for assessments is considered academic misconduct. Students must
disclose the use of Al and Al-assisted technologies by following the instructions below.

Application of Al technology must be done with human oversight and control, and students should carefully review and
edit the result, as Al can generate outputs that can be incorrect, incomplete, or biased. Students assume full
responsibility for all content, including errors and omissions, if Al is employed. Additionally, privacy is a concern with
Al-generated content. Most commercially available Al systems are not compliant with HIPAA or FERPA protections,
inputting patient or student information is prohibited by federal law.

Instructions to acknowledge the use of Al:

Statement: During the preparation of this assignment I/we, [INSERT NAME/S], used [INSERT TOOL /
SERVICE] in order to [INSERT REASON OR PURPOSE]. After using this tool/service, |/we reviewed and
edited the content as needed and take full responsibility for the content of the submission.

Penalties for unauthorized use:
Unauthorized use of Al text generators for assessments is considered evidence of academic dishonesty (see policy on
academic dishonesty).

Guidance on Using Al Tools for Learning

You are welcome to use Al tools to support your learning in this course, including for tasks such as brainstorming,
outlining, or summarizing complex topics. However, please be aware that Al-generated content may contain false or
misleading information. It is your responsibility to critically evaluate and fact-check any information you use. For all
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Course-Related Policies \

assessments, your responses should be based on the content provided in course materials and lectures.

To protect instructional content and comply with university policies, if you choose to create your own study aids using
Al, instructor materials (e.g., PowerPoint slides, lecture transcripts, course handouts) may only be uploaded to
university-supported, secure platforms such as the Navigator suite of Al tools (https://it.ufl.edu/ai/) or Microsoft Copilot
(https://copilot.microsoft.com/) using your GatorLink credentials. When using Navigator Al, students should select a
model approved for handling sensitive data. Individual instructors may choose not to permit the use of their
instructional materials with Al tools. Any course materials that are restricted from Al use will be communicated to
students through the course learning management system, Canvas.

Students are prohibited from uploading instructor materials to open or non-university-supported Al tools unless they
have received written permission from the course instructor. Students are expected to use Al tools responsibly and must
not upload any content that violates copyright laws or terms of use. If you are unsure whether an Al tool is appropriate
to use, please consult the instructor.

Disability Resource Center

Students with disabilities who experience learning barriers and would like to request academic accommaodations should
connect with the Disability Resource Center. See the Get Started with the DRC webpage on the Disability Resource
Center site. It is important for students to share their accommodation letter with their instructor and discuss their
access needs, as early as possible in the semester.

Course Evaluation Process

Students are expected to provide professional and respectful feedback on the quality of instruction in this course by
completing course evaluations online. Students can complete evaluations in three ways:

1. The email they receive from GatorEvals,

2. Their Canvas course menu under GatorEvals, or

3. The central portal at https://my-ufl.bluera.com

Guidance on how to provide constructive feedback is available at https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/students/. Students will
be notified when the evaluation period opens. Summaries of course evaluation results are available to students at
https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/public-results/

Policy for Academic Commitment Device to Improve Study Behavior

Students are required to submit a decision if she, he, hen, or they either want to set a commitment or no commitment
during the duration of this course. The purpose is to assist students by potentially improving their study behavior by
locking in a commitment to a certain course of action in the future. Commitment options will be proposed by Dr.
Casapao. An example of a commitment would be removing distractions or including additional study methods for the
entire time of this course. If the student decides to set a commitment, it must be submitted by the end of the first day
of class and approved by Dr. Casapao. This is a voluntary engagement that requires full completion of the
goal/commitment defined as reaching 100% of the commitment in order to receive the incentive. Accountability of full
completion of the goal/commitment will be decided by a referee. Further information can be found on the Canvas
course site.
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Appendix A: Course Outline

Date / Time

[Recommended

for
Independent
Stud

Activit
Module

Activity Title
Module 1: Microbiology and

Obijectives

Responsible
Anthony Casapao

Antimicrobial Review

04/27/26 1.1.1 Lecture Welcome Video 8 | Anthony Casapao
Video Introduction Video

4/27/26 from 8am- | 1.1 Assignment | Pre-Course Knowledge Check 100 | Anthony Casapao

9:50am (Ungraded) | Assessment (In-Person)

Module

Module 2: Antimicrobial
Stewardship, Antibiogram, and

Anthony Casapao

MRSA

04/27/26 211 Lecture Antimicrobial Stewardship 11 | Anthony Casapao
Video
04/27/26 21.2 Lecture Antibiogram 10 | Anthony Casapao
Video
04/27/26 21.3 Lecture MRSA 12 | Anthony Casapao
Video
04/27/26 2.2 Reading Required Readings: 30 | Anthony Casapao
MRSA bacteremia, infective
endocarditis, and pneumonia,
(pages €35-e37)
of MRSA IDSA 2011 guidelines
(PMID:21208910)
DUE 4/27/26 @ 2.3 Assignment | Assignment: Discussion Board
11:59 PM (Ungraded) | Post: Group 2
DUE 4/27/26 @ 2.3 Assignment | Assignment: Upload Case
11:59 PM (Graded) Presentation: Group 1
4/28/26 from 8am- | 2 Active Active Learning Session 1: Anthony Casapao
9:50am Learning Antimicrobial Stewardship,
Session -- Antibiogram, and MRSA
Zoom
Module Module 3: SSTI, UTI, and
Following Up Cultures
04/28/26 3.1.1 Lecture SSTI 8 | Anthony Casapao
Video
04/28/26 3.1.2 Lecture UTI 31 | Anthony Casapao
Video
04/28/26 3.1.3 Lecture Following up Cultures 12 | Anthony Casapao
Video
04/28/26 3.2 Reading Required Readings: 32 | Anthony Casapao

Table 2 (pages 151-152) of
SSTI IDSA 2014 guidelines
(PMID:24973422)

Acute Pyelonephritis, (pages
e115-e117) of UTI IDSA and
ESMID 2010

guidelines (PMID:21292654)
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Date / Time
[Recommended
for Contact
Independent Time
Study] Mod# | Activity Activity Title Objectives | (min) Responsible
DUE 04/28/2026 @ | 3.3 Assignment | Assignment: Discussion Board
11:59 PM (Ungraded) | Post: Group 1
DUE 04/28/2026 @ | 3.3 Assignment | Assignment: Upload Case
11:59 PM (Graded) Presentation: Group 2
4/29/26 from 8am- . Active Active Learning Session 2 100 Anthony Casapao
9:50am Learning
Session --
Zoom
= e O N
Class
Module Module 4: Pneumonia,
Pseudomonas, and Treatment
Failures
04/29/26 411 Lecture Pneumonia 28 | Anthony Casapao
Video
04/29/26 41.2 Lecture Pseudomonas 6 | Anthony Casapao
Video
04/29/26 41.3 Lecture Treatment failure 8 | Anthony Casapao
Video
04/29/26 4.2 Reading Required Readings: 24 | Anthony Casapao

Section X and XII, (pages e81-
€85 and e86-e89) of

HAP and VAP IDSA 2016
guidelines

(PMID:27418577)

DUE 04/29/2026 @ | 4.3 Assignment | Assignment:; Discussion Board

11:59 PM (Ungraded) | Post: Group 1
DUE 04/29/2026 @ | 4.3 Assignment | Assignment: Upload Case
11:59 PM (Graded) Presentation: Group 2
04/30/26 Quiz (In QUIZ #2: (Module 3) 3-7
Class
Module Module 5: Diabetic Foot Infection
and Vancomycin Kinetics
04/30/26 5.1.1 Lecture DFI 11 | Anthony Casapao
Video
04/30/26 5.1.2 Lecture Vancomycin Kinetics 24 | Anthony Casapao
Video
04/30/26 5.2 Reading Required Readings: 34 | Anthony Casapao

Section 5.2 Treatment for DFI
and Tables 4-5 of DFI IDSA
2023 guidelines up to
recommendation #16 (pages 13-
15) (PMID: 37779457)

DUE 04/30/2026 @ | 5.3 Assignment | Assignment: Discussion Board
11:59 PM (Ungraded) | Post: Group 2
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Date / Time

[Recommended

for Contact

Independent Time

Study] Mod# | Activity Activity Title Objectives | (min) Responsible
DUE 04/30/2026 @ | 5.3 Assignment | Assignment: Upload Case

11:59 PM (Graded) Presentation: Group 1

DUE 04/30/2026 @ Assignment | Article Reading and Annotations 65 | Anthony Casapao
11:59 PM (Graded) #1 (via Perusall): UTI

5/1/26 from 8am-
9:50am

54

Active
Learning
Session --
Zoom
Module

Active Learning Session 4:
Diabetic Foot Infections and
Vancomycin Kinetics

Module 6: Bacterial Meningitis
and Sepsis

Anthony Casapao

Anthony Casapao

05/01/26 6.1.1 Lecture Bacterial Meningitis 13 | Anthony Casapao
Video
05/01/26 6.1.2 Lecture Sepsis 20 | Anthony Casapao
Video
05/01/26 6.2 Reading Required Readings: 6
Table 3 and 4 (pages 1274-
1275) of Bacterial Meningitis
IDSA 2004 guidelines (PMID:
15494903)
DUE 05/1/2026 @ 6.3 Assignment | Assignment: Discussion Board
11:59 PM (Ungraded) | Post: Group 2
DUE 05/1/2026 @ 6.3 Assignment | Assignment: Upload Case
11:59 PM (Graded) Presentation: Group 1
DUE 05/4/2026 @ Assignment | Article Reading and Annotations 75 | Anthony Casapao
11:59 PM (Graded) #2 (via Perusall): SSTI
5/4/26 from 8am- 6.4 Active Active Learning Session 5: CNS | 3-9 100 | Anthony Casapao
9:50am Learning and Sepsis
Session
05/04/26 Quiz (In QUIZ #3: (Modules 4-5)
Class
‘ 7 Module Module 7: IE, Allergies, and 3-9
Alternatives
05/04/26 7.1.1 Lecture Infective Endocarditis 10
Video
05/04/26 71.2 Lecture Allergies and Alternatives 15
Video
05/04/26 7.2 Reading Required Readings: 72
Enterococci section AND
Table 12-15 (pages 1455-1461)
of IE AHA 2015 guidelines
(PMID:26373316)
DUE 05/4/2026 @ 7.3 Assignment | Assignment; Discussion Board
11:59 PM (Ungraded) | Post: Group 1
DUE 05/4/2026 @ 7.3 Assignment | Assignment: Upload Case
11:59 PM (Graded) Presentation: Group 2

5/5/26 from 8am-
9:50am

7.4

Active
Learning
Session --

Active Learning Session 6: IE,
Allergies, and Alternatives
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Date / Time

[Recommended
for Contact
Independent Time

Stud Mod# | Activit Activity Title Objectives Responsible

DUE 05/5/2026 @ Assignment | Article Reading and Annotations 65 | Anthony Casapao
11:59 PM (Graded) #3 (via Perusall): CABP

DUE 05/5/2026 @ 7 Assignment | Assignment: Upload Case 3-9

11:59 PM (Graded) Presentation: Group 1-2

05/06/26 Quiz (In QUIZ #4: (Modules 6-7)

Class)
DUE 05/6/2026 @ Assignment | Assignment: Submit your paper
11:59 PM (Graded) to CANVAS for Groups 1-2

DUE 05/7/2026 @ Assignment | Article Reading and Annotations 100 | Anthony Casapao
11:59 PM (Graded) #4 (via Perusall): HAP

DUE 05/7/2026 @ Assignment | Assignment: Submit your
11:59 PM (Graded) evaluations to CANVAS for
Group 1-2
5/8/26 from 9am- Optional Final Exam—See
11:30am campus calendar for time &
location
Total Contact Time in Course: 32.6
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Appendix B: Perusall Grading Rubric

Category Yes No

Annotation content:

The content of the comments that One quality* comment was
students post. A comment should spark| posted in the article (4.5 pts).

a discussion with your peers (point of

clarification or highlighting why it is
important). Comments must be original
and were the initial comment for the | Two quality* comments were
discussion. Replies to other team posted in the article (9 points)
members’ comments do not count.
(max of 9 points)

No comments (0 pts given).

Reading the entire document Must access each page or Did NOT access each page or
(max of 1 point) section of the article (1 pt). section of the article (0 pts).

Extra points are allowed IF full points were not allotted from above.

Active engagement time:

Spending time reading tables, figures, The time spent actively Did NOT meet the minimum
body text, and comments from peers. | engaged with the assignment | time to actively engage with
Using 67 words per minute reading and article (1 pt) the content. (0 pts)

speed as a rule of context.

Your original comment(s) Original comment(s) did NOT
Getting responses elicited responses from your elicit responses from your
peers. (1 pt) peers. (0 pts)
You respond to the optional
quiz questions embedded in | No response to quiz questions
the article created by Dr. (0 pts)
Casapao (1 pt)

Quiz Questions

*A quality comment (aka annotation) in Perusall is one that significantly contributes to the understanding and
discussion of the infectious disease article. It should include one or more of the following elements:

e Insightfulness: Offers deep, thoughtful observations or interpretations of the text that demonstrate a strong grasp of
the material.

e Evidence-Based: Cites specific passages or data from the text to support claims or arguments.

e Connections: Makes relevant connections to course content, other readings, personal experiences, or current events.

e Questions: Poses challenging questions that stimulate further discussion or critical thinking.

e Clarity and Precision: Clearly and concisely communicates ideas without ambiguity or unnecessary complexity.

e Constructive Feedback: Provides respectful, constructive feedback or alternate viewpoints that demonstrates
meaningful engagement/conversation with the author(s) of the article

Some examples of non-quality comments might be:
o “lagree”
e “l'do not know about this”
e “This sounds interesting”
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